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Head Animal Caretaker’s Message…Will Pryor
We are having another rainy
summer and all things green and
growing are thriving. It is such a
gift to live in a place where trees
and shrubs seed in naturally. Our
9+ acre wolf habitat is becoming a
jungle. Many projects are in
progress and before the snow flies
my goal is to see these projects
complete. The goldenrod taller
than ever, the crickets chirping,
and the blooming milkweed all
signals that the seasons are
moving forward. Already we are
focused on firewood and winter
preparations. However, I dream of
the fall foliage and the crisp smell
of the forest…
Though Sequoyah was certainly
willing, Dyani decided she was not
interested in breeding this year.
Though we are disappointed, the
countless hours staff would have
spent raising and socializing
puppies can now be directed
towards other projects around the
center with the hopes of new pups

perhaps next year. In the
meantime, construction for a new
outdoor puppy area is under way
for future young animals.
Additionally, staff are busy
clearing brush in preparation for
an expanded Eastern Coyote
enclosure thus allowing for an
increased ability to provide more
Eastern Coyote educational
programs. The center has been
promised a substantial grant
toward this project with the
stipulation that we raise the
remaining funds.
Warmer temperatures and longer
periods of sunlight mean the
animals have shed their winter
coats of fur. We collect as much of
the loose fur as we can before it is
claimed by mice and birds who
use the soft fur for nest building.
The Arctic Fox are completely rid
of their winter fur which means
they have turned their beautiful
shade of summer gray.

May, June, and July meant a very
busy season at the center for
school and summer camp groups
who visited us. Toddlers through
college students spent a good part
of the day here learning about the
various species, their diets,
behaviors, and challenges faced
due to environmental changes.
The kids also went on forest
ecology hikes, learned about
alternative energy (we are 100%
solar and wind operated!), visited
our tipis, experienced a wolf pack
howl, and played field games
based on wolves and ecology.
Be sure to check out our expanded
summer hours for July and
August! Visit soon & be sure to
stop by our newly structured gift
shop with lots of new inventory!
Ah ho!
Will
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People ask why we have special programs such as Wolves & Watermelons.
There are many reasons for this: special programs mean increased visitor
attendance which results in more funds being generated for the center and the
care of its animals. More visitors also mean greater opportunities for us to
educate the public about wolves and the environment (which helps fulfill Wolf
Mountain Nature Center’s mission). Perhaps the most critical reason is that
animals in captivity can become bored. Introducing new or infrequent situations
to the animals aids in encouraging them to hone various skills and strengthen
their senses. Problem solving, investigating new scents, experiencing new tastes,
and seeing new objects all help to keep the animals’ minds sharp and focused.
And, let’s face it, it is just plain entertaining to watch the wolves, foxes, and
coyotes as they check out these new, harmless “intruders” to their territory!
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Animal Caretaker Training
This past June two of our
Caretakers, Meghan & Pam,
attended a craniosacral therapy and
myofascial release for wolves
educational workshop taught by
Sandy Prantl at Wolf Park in
Indiana. Self-care techniques for
keeping wolves structurally sound
was demonstrated to address
potential issues such as tight hips,
stiff knees, dropped ribs, and tight
backs. Meghan & Pam had some
hands-on time with several of Wolf
Park’s wolves, including Niko &
Khewa who were born here at Wolf
Mountain in 2017! The ladies also
assisted with Wolf Park’s
watermelon day for the animals
and revisited old friends and shared
ideas with fellow wolf colleagues.

Caring for wild animals occurs rain or shine as staff learned on a very wet, cold day
in June during a routine veterinary check. Several of our animals were scheduled
for neutering and rabies vaccinations which meant our classroom was converted
into our operating room for the day. Despite torrential downpours outside, staff
remained cheerful, kept animals calm, learned lots of new information, and were
able to assist our veterinarian with preforming all duties successfully.
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Camping with the Wolves
Our third year of camping with the wolves is in progress. Most sessions for 2018 sold out quickly with some
folks making it an annual excursion! Campers come from as far away as South Carolina, Iowa, and
Wyoming just to have an opportunity to camp close to howling wolves! Though it is not mandatory,
campers are encouraged to assist Caretakers with animal feeding chores which seems to be a highlight for
many people. Throughout their stay, campers receive tour of all habitats, learn lots of information about
wolves, foxes, and coyotes, hike through our forest surrounding the main pack of wolves, participate in a
howl program, and enjoy a campfire supper and story telling at the tipis. Special experiences are shared
while new friendships are created with other wolf lovers. Be sure to sign up early for 2019 campouts (we
begin accepting reservations in early spring—watch website for dates/details).

Wishes and Wants: As a non-profit we rely heavily on donations. Below are
some of the many items that would help the center. If you can help, please contact
us or simply bring the item(s) on your next visit! Thank you!

Animal Care
Red meats
Chicken (store bought)
Venison
Non-latex gloves (lg)
5-gallon buckets w/ handles
and lids
Water lines (black plastic)
Metal Rakes/Shovels

Landscaping/Maintenance
Concrete mix
Picnic tables & benches
Fence Posts
Used or new fence
Lumber
Plow truck
Use of bobcat with auger
Small equipment repair
Routed signs

Office/Classroom
Postage stamps
Printer paper (all colors)
Cardstock paper (all colors)
Printer ink (hp 902XL/902)
Hand sanitizer
Baby wipes
AA batteries
30 or 55-gallon garbage bags
Brown paper lunch bags
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Karley first began working at the center in
the summer of 2016 as a college intern
majoring in Natural Resources Conservation.
A super quick learner, she mastered tours,
information stations, the gift shop register,
and many various animal enrichment
programs! Now an Animal Caretaker, Karley
played a huge role as a puppy parent in 2017.
She is one of our "weekend warriors" who
arrives on Friday morning and works straight
through until Sunday evening, often spending
the nights in our staff cabin or in one of the
center's tipis. Her exuberant personality and
never-ending energy are truly appreciated
and contagious. She has a wonderful knack
for getting things done efficiently and is
instrumental with coordinating activities and
preparing food for our summer Camp with
the Wolves programs.

Volunteer Spotlight: Karley Bush

When not at the center, Karley works at a
hospital and spends time with her own dogs.

Volunteer Spotlight: Devin Fortman

Devin joined our team in summer of 2017.
With experience in field ecology,
environmental education, trail
maintenance, and degrees in Biology and
Wildlife Management (he even spent time
in South Africa as a Research Assistant
assessing the impact of elephant and
rhinoceros ranges!), Devin has become a
valuable member of our staff! He loves
dead stuff and organizes our display of
animal skulls, bones, and teeth and has
allowed us use of a coyote pelt he legally
acquired. Another of our long-distance
travelers, he volunteers two days in a row
and spends the night in our tipis. Willing to
assist wherever needed, Devin prefers
providing information at our fox and
coyote stations. In October 2017, Devin
headed deep into Canada for a conference
on top predators where he was a guest
speaker!
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Open Hours and Admission Rates
Sundays
Regular Season
September 1 – June 30
(closed in January)
Summer Season
July 1 – August 31

Admission

Open 12 – 4 pm
Various animal
enrichment programs;
Self or Guided Tours
Open 12 – 4 pm
Various animal
enrichment programs;
Self or Guided Tours
Children 5 & under
Free
Folks 6 & up
$5.00

*Last admission is 30 minutes prior to closing time.

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fridays

Saturdays

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Open 11 am – 3 pm
Various animal enrichment
programs;
Self or Guided Tours

Open 12 – 3 pm
Various animal enrichment
programs;
Self or Guided Tours

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Children 5 & under Free
Folks 6 & up
$5.00

Children 5 & under Free
Folks 6 & up
$5.00

2018 Special Programs
Special Events

Wolf Communication Programs
Learn the variety of methods used by
wolves to communicate including scent
marking, body language, and
vocalizations. Understand why wolves
howl and the distinct types of
messages behind each howl. We finish
with a pack howl!

August 11 7pm – dark
August 25 7pm – dark
September 22 5pm – dark
October 20 4pm – dark
November 24 3pm – dark
December 22 3pm – dark
All Howl Programs are held on
Saturday evenings and include tours of
all wolf & coyote exhibits.
(Please note that our Arctic Fox
exhibits are closed during this
program.) This is a group
tour/lecture—visitors are expected to
remain with the group at all times.
Admission is $5.00 per person
(5 and under are free)

Visit our website as specific events
approach for more details and for additional
special events and programs. All Special
Events include tours of wolf, Eastern coyote,
& Arctic fox exhibits.

Admission $5.00 per person
(5 and under free)

Dyani & Sequoyah

Photography Options
Wolf Photography Sessions
(requires pre-registration; $75 fee;
limit of ten persons per session)

Begins with a 30-minute
classroom presentation followed
by a 10-minute easy hike to the
photography platform situated
above fence lines where
participants will have up to two
hours to take pictures.
September 25 8am-11am
October 20 8am – 11am

Honoring the Spirit of the Wolf
October 7 11 am – 4 pm
Includes tours, sled dog
demonstrations, zoo exhibits,
children’s tent, Native American
tipi program, DEC exhibit, animal
enrichment programs with
pumpkins, food vendors, and
much more!
Winter with the Wolves
December 9 11 am – 3 pm
A celebration of the winter
solstice and holidays. Tours, sled
dog demonstrations, Santa, and
the presentation to the wolves
(& foxes & coyotes) of their own
holiday gifts and treats!

