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Head Animal Caretaker’s Message…Will Pryor
The golden rod has made an
appearance and the crickets are
noisy day and night. Our short
upstate New York summer is
beginning to wane. We had rain
every day until the end of June;
now we are experiencing an
extremely dry spell.
The three pups are growing like
berry briars and they have been
exhausting, still, the precious
moments we have shared can
never be duplicated. I’m struggling
to find a balance between all the
work that needs to be done and
finding the time to sit back and
enjoy the quiet mornings and end
of the day silence and smells—I
need to do more of that.
As usual, this summer has been
busy at the center. Besides pup
care, numerous sold-out camping
sessions for visitors and a
watermelon event kept staff
diligent in their duties and brought
in much needed funds for projects

and animal care. We had five
animals spayed or neutered this
season and with health exams
factored in, expenses ran high. We
were also able to complete (or
make huge progress on) several
construction projects including a
new coyote habitat and expansion
of perimeter fences.
Our firewood pile is now almost
large enough to get us through the
eight months of wood burning
season and so, as the sun sets
earlier, the animals respond to the
shorter days with the start of
winter fur regrowth.
My favorite time of year will be
here in just another month and
perhaps everyone will again thank
the Earth for continuing to cycle
and provide us all with so many
gifts. More than ever we all need
to come together to protect the
water, the air, and the wild places.

Ah ho!
Walk in balance
Will Pryor
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Nipahwi & Tashina
Nipahwi and Tashina continue to greet visitors upon their arrival at the
center. Being in the enclosure adjacent to the welcome/admissions
cabin, these two wolves create awe in folks as they approach the cabin
steps. We frequently hear sounds of “wow” and “look, there’s a wolf
right there!” Of course, Nipahwi and Tashina love to come right over
and check out the visiting two legged creatures as well.
One day in July, Nipahwi became very excited jumping at his perimeter
fence. One of our Caretakers went to investigate the cause for his
heightened energy and discovered a very young and foolish woodchuck
had wandered too close, saw the wolves and panicked, which in turn
resulted in the little fellow running up the nearest wood for safety. Unfortunately, it did not realize that seeking a safe
haven atop a wolf fence was not the best choice and he froze in place. Our quick-thinking staff were able to rescue and
release the poor critter before it fell and before Nipahwi could enjoy a tasty treat! Hopefully the woodchuck learned its
lesson and will not repeat that almost fatal mistake.

Dyani & Sequoyah
Dyani & Sequoyah also had an intruder in their habitat last month. During morning rounds, one of our Caretakers
noticed a strange object in the front section of the nine-acre woods. Upon further investigation, and to our surprise, a
huge snapping turtle was discovered! Since its size was much too large to
fit through fence openings, staff decided the turtle must have been born a
while back in one of the territory’s ponds and the turtle simply grew until
it felt confident enough to venture away from the security of the pond.
While we appreciate maintaining a natural environment for our wolves,
having a snapping turtle of that size would more likely than not present a
danger to both itself and the wolves—once discovered by Dyani and
Sequoyah, the turtle would be scrutinized, pawed at, and chewed on. Of
course, the turtle would defend itself by clawing and snapping with its
powerful jaws which would probably result in injury to all. Hence, the
snapping turtle was carefully placed into a large bin and relocated to
another pond farther away from the predatory wolf habitat.
The pups born to Dyani & Sequoyah in May have grown quickly (more on them later) and reintroductions back with their
parents have begun. The pups are brought to the outside of fence lines to become reacquainted with the adults while
under constant supervision of Caretakers who monitor and observe behaviors exhibited by the pups and the adults. We
look for signs from the adults that they are accepting of the young ones by whimpering, licking the pups, and food
regurgitation (the technique used by wild wolves to feed their puppies). Behaviors of the puppies should include
whimpering, face licking, lowering of their heads (to show submission), and even laying down to expose their bellies
(again, submission). Dyani is very welcoming of the puppies while Sequoyah is interested for the first few moments, then
casually wanders away as if to say, “its too much energy for me—you take care of them!” Visits will continue for several
more weeks before bringing the pups into the enclosure on a permanent basis.
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Okwaho
Okwaho has been in his new home at the center for three months now and has
adapted very well! He loves being front and center to watch the happenings around
him: he has Tala & Tamarack behind him and watches their play, visitors and more
wolves are visible from two additional sides where Okwaho can howl right along
with the others. His favorite vantage point seems to be on the fourth side where he
has a visual connection with the puppies. He will lay for hours watching their antics.
Originally, it was anticipated that Okwaho would have a female pup join him in his
enclosure. However, since he is doing so very well on his own, but in close proximity
of many other wolves, and since the puppies are so very tight with each other and
become upset if separated for even a few moments, the decision has been made to keep the pups together. Perhaps
next season a pup will be introduced to Okwaho. In the meantime, he will continue to receive lots of visits from
Caretakers. Okwaho loves to play and snuggle with Caretakers and is probably the center’s sweetest wolf when it comes
to affection. He has grown into a very calm, gentle, and confident wolf. He loves to lie in the numerous blackberry
shrubs in his habitat and has become a great hunter, especially of birds and snakes that may find their way into his
enclosure. While unfortunate for the birds and snakes, the search and hunt behaviors provide great natural enrichment
activities for Okwaho and he clearly enjoys the extra stimulation!

Tala & Tamarack
Tala & Tamarack are our “fun” wolves.
They recently received three new raised
platforms crafted by one of our volunteers
(who also has made benches for visitors, a
beautiful pergola, and platforms for
several other enclosures including the
coyotes, Tashina & Nipahwi, and Dyani & Sequoyah). Wolves in the wild will
often find a hilltop, rock outcropping, or other high spot from which to monitor
their territory in search of prey or potential threats to their pack. Although there are three platforms, Tala & Tamarack
both prefer the highest one and are often found lounging there in the shade with their paws dangling over the edge.
Visitors love it as it provides a clear view of the wolves and a fabulous photo opportunity!
Being eleven years old, Tala often opts to lie in the shade of her favorite tree to rest and enjoy life. She, along with
several of the other older animals, is now on glucosamine for the beginnings of arthritis, yet still loves to play and race
around with Tamarack and whimpers with excitement when her favorite Caretakers enter for a visit, cleanup, or health
check. Tamarack is uncle to the puppies and has become their “protector.” Although he is in a separate enclosure than
the pups, Tamarack still guards the pups by glaring at and lunging at male visitors whom he feels threaten the little ones.
Of course, Tamarack cannot do much from inside his habitat, but it sure startles unsuspecting visitors who happen to
block Tamarack’s view of the pups as they walk past!
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Cayuga & Seneca
The black phase British Colombian wolf
brother team of Cayuga & Seneca have
silvered out of their black fur quite a bit
this summer. Settled into their new
habitat located behind the gift shop, the
two clearly are more comfortable and
secure without being surrounded by
visitors. While they cannot be seen very
well to the general public from outdoors,
an observant eye from within the gift
shop through the large window yields a
beautiful view of these two wolves. Since
the window has a slight tint to it, Seneca & Cayuga can see shadows and movement within the shop, yet it appears to
not concern them as their past open spaced enclosure did. With this new feeling of privacy and safety, the two have
developed much calmer personalities, both with each other and with Caretakers. The brothers have fewer squabbles
with each other and spend more time playing together and exploring the many den and cache sites left by previous
inhabitants. For added enrichment, they can now see the coyotes and have watched with great interest the construction
of the new coyote habitat next to them. Cayuga & Seneca also have a clear vantage point of the Caretaker cabin and are
fascinated with the domestic canines who reside there.

Nakoa and Dancing Turtle
Two of our oldest wolves, Dancing Turtle & Nakoa, have so
much spirit in them! Always vigilant as to what is going on
around them, the two regularly patrol their territory
perimeter watching for vehicles coming up the driveway
(after all it could be the food delivery truck or DOT bringing a
deer), investigating the nearby tree lines for activity from
wildlife or neighbors, and scrutinizing the younger wolves
and their antics. There is also a huge tree clearing project
happening within their eyesight with lots of loud trucks and
chainsaws. So much activity around them probably makes
them appreciate the safety of their retirement area! Due to
old age, both are on glucosamine for minor arthritis,
however, neither seems to slow down much. This summer the water bucket in their enclosure was replaced with a much
larger water trough. As the father and son team is older, Caretakers did not expect either Nakoa or Dancing Turtle to
literally jump into the trough to drink and “swim” to cool off but that is exactly what happened! Must be the water
coming through the hose from our cold, spring-fed pond was just too enticing for an Arctic wolf on a hot summer day!
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Cypress & Tauriel
Siblings Tauriel & Cypress remain joyous bundles of energy! Not having had the
benefit of adult wolves with them to teach “manners,” the task has fallen to
Caretakers to redirect the wolves’ exuberance. Every time staff think they have
Cypress & Tauriel “trained” to not jump on us or nibble (strongly!) on our
clothing, they remind us that they are still feisty wolves! It should be noted
that these two critters are not aggressive,
but rather get super excited to have
Caretakers visit and socialize with them!
Needless to say, Caretakers must be
especially alert when working with
Tauriel & Cypress. Once the initial
greetings and games are over, these
young wolves are so sweet and wait
patiently for attention and belly rubs. They walk with staff inspecting perimeter
fence lines, easily give paws for scrutiny, and open their mouths and wait patiently
for teeth and gums to be checked. Cypress loves to watch over the entire center
from atop his perch on his raised platform while Tauriel frequently jumps right into
her water trough for a cool dip and drink. Visitors who have witnessed this event
find it quite humorous to learn that wolves absolutely love to splash in water!

Wolf puppies Kitan, Sakari, & Tehyah
The pups are now three months old and growing like weeds! As most of you may
already know, we gave two of the pups to Lakota Wolf Preserve in New Jersey to
add to their packs. The three other pups will remain here and by the end of August
will be moved back into the pack with their parents. Reintroductions between
puppies and parents have already begun, and the process is going well.
As is typical with young puppies, their energy levels are quite high. The three are
inseparable and are usually found lying together or romping as one unit. Any new
object brought into the enclosure instantly becomes a new enrichment toy to be
scrutinized, chewed on, and fought over. Some favorite summer activities for them
are playing in their pool, rolling on ice cubes, and napping in their giant hollow log!
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Arctic Foxes
Changes in weather patterns have caused the foxes
(and our wolves and dogs) to experience a delayed
shedding season this year. It is mid-summer and many
still hold on to some of their winter fur. Our original
two foxes Yana and Yukon are now ten years old and
beginning to show signs of aging; both receive
glucosamine to help with achy joints. Meanwhile the
younger foxes continue to romp around and especially
enjoy summertime foxcicles—blueberries and dead
mice frozen in ice blocks! Since Caretaker George
installed a new feeding gate, younger visitors now
have the opportunity to help staff feed the foxes!

Coyotes
Construction of our coyote habitat expansion project
is now complete! As of mid-August, Kenai has a brand
new, much larger, territory to inhabit. Kenai was
located near the Caretaker cabin where he watched
our domestic dogs; his new space will allow him to be
near other coyotes as well as having wolves as
neighbors. Funded in part by a grant, this area will
allow coyotes more room to run, hide, search for
food, and dig dens. A huge thank you to all of our
“weekend warriors” who gave time, muscle, and
sweat to assist with putting up fencing, hauling gravel,
removing trees, and painting.

Wishes and Wants: As a non-profit we rely heavily on donations. Below are some of the many items
that would help the center. If you can help, please contact us or simply bring the item(s) on your next visit!

Animal Care
Red meats and Chicken (store bought)
Non-latex gloves (lg and XL)
5-gallon buckets w/ handles and lids
Paper Towels
Metal Rakes/Shovels
Osteo-Biflex (triple strength with Vit D)

Landscaping/Maintenance
Picnic tables & benches
Mulch
Perennial Plants
Firewood (for shop woodstove)
Leaf Rakes
Snow Shovels

Are you crafty? Would you like to help support the Center? We
would love to accept your donated homemade crafts to sell in our gift shop! Items
must be of high quality, from a smoke free environment, and have a wolf theme.
Contact us for more info: 607-627-6784

Office/Classroom
Postage stamps
Printer paper (all colors)
Cardstock paper (all colors)
Printer ink (hp 902XL/902)
Hand sanitizer
AA batteries
30 or 55-gallon garbage bags
Brown paper lunch bags
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Meghan has been a volunteer at the Center
since early 2017 after she visited for many
months and was a camper in one of our first
Camp with the Wolves Programs. One of
our Animal Caretakers, Meghan shares the
responsibilities of entering enclosures to
provide animal care, perform basic health
checks, and assist with habitat
maintenance. In addition, she leads guided
tours for visitors, assists in the gift shop,
and performs landscaping tasks. Regardless
of the task, it is typical to see a big smile on
Meghan’s face!

Volunteer Spotlight: Meghan VanLoon

Meghan lives with her husband in Ithaca
where the two operate a very busy
Chiropractic office. In addition, Meghan
teaches and shares her professional
knowledge with others. She loves wolves
and often describes Wolf Mountain as her
place of relaxation and rejuvenation.

Volunteer Spotlight: Jason Lautrup
Jason is a huge asset to the Center!
Originally brought on board to help
with grass mowing and weed
whacking; he is now the backbone of
our “grunt-work” tasks! As an exmilitary guy, he doesn’t know the
meaning of the words “I’m tired” and
he plows through grueling tasks (and
pain) until the job is completed! With
65 plus acres, there is always lots to do
and Jason jumps right in: whether its
hauling close to a ton of gravel, moving
heavy equipment, or cleanups, he is
giving 200%!
In his free time, Jason plays rugby,
seriously trains in the gym, does jiujitsu, and does anything as long as it
doesn’t entail sitting still!
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Wolves & Watermelons 2019

On July 28, we held our annual
Wolves & Watermelons event with
hundreds of people in attendance!
Weather was perfect and visitors had
the opportunity to fill melons with
treats for the animals before
Caretakers brought the goodies to the
wolves and coyotes. The foxes
enjoyed specially made foxcicles
which consisted of mice and
blueberries frozen into ice cubes—a
welcome refreshing treat for a hot
summer day! In addition to free
melon for visitors, Andy from
Gilligan’s was generously handing out
free ice cream samples which were
absolutely delicious!
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Camp with the Wolves 2019

If you haven’t participated in this event,
you need to plan now for next year!
Three sold-out sessions were held for
registrants to spend an evening at the
Center and experience various activities
such as feeding the animals, forest hike,
howl program, cookout, campfire with
smores, and camping under the stars.
Some folks paid a bit extra and were
able to rent a tepee for the night! Being
around these magnificent animals,
listening to their howls, and feeling their
ancient spirits while camping under the
stars on a hilltop is an adventure sure to
create lasting memories!
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Open Hours and Admission Rates
Sundays
Regular Season
September 1 – June 30
(closed in January)

Summer Season
July 1 – August 31

Admission

Open 12 – 4 pm
Various animal
enrichment programs;
Self or Guided Tours at
12:30 and 2:00 pm
Open 12 – 4 pm
Various animal
enrichment programs;
Self or Guided Tours at
12:30 and 2:00 pm
Children 5 & under
Free
Folks 6 & up
$5.00

*Last admission is 30 minutes prior to closing time.

Mon.

Tues.

Wed.

Thurs.

Fridays

Saturdays

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Open 12 – 3 pm
Various animal enrichment
programs;
Self or Guided Tours
Children 5 & under Free
Folks 6 & up
$5.00

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Open 11 am – 3 pm
Various animal enrichment
programs;
Self or Guided Tours
Howl Program at 11:40 am

Closed

Closed

Closed

Closed

Children 5 & under Free
Folks 6 & up
$5.00

2019 Special Programs
Wolf Communication Programs

Honoring the Spirit of the Wolf

(Howl Night)

October 13 11 am – 4 pm

Learn the variety of methods used by
wolves to communicate including scent
marking, body language, and
vocalizations. Understand why wolves
howl and the distinct types of
messages behind each howl. We finish
with a pack howl!

August 24 7pm – dark
September 14 5pm – dark
October 26 4pm – dark
November 9 3pm – dark
December 14 3pm – dark
All Howl Programs are held on
Saturday evenings and include tours of
all wolf & coyote exhibits.
(Please note that our Arctic Fox
exhibits are closed during this
program.) This is a group
tour/lecture—visitors are expected to
remain with the group at all times.
Admission is $5.00 per person
(5 and under are free)

Our annual fundraiser event is
happening soon!
Always held the Sunday of Columbus
weekend the day is packed with lots
to see and do at Wolf Mountain
Nature Center! Included are tours,
sled dog demonstrations by the Sled
dogs of Smokey Hill, zoo exhibits,
children’s tent with pumpkin
painting and magician Jim Okey,
Native American tipi program, Native
American craft vendors, DEC K-9
exhibit, animal enrichment
programs, food vendors, and more!
Visitors can help Caretakers fill
carved pumpkins with animal foods,
then watch as the pumpkins are
delivered to the wolves, foxes, and
coyotes to gobble up and enjoy!
Our not-so-big-bad-wolf and Riding
Red Hood are also expected to visit!!
The gift shop will also be stocked
with both new and favorite items for
you or for someone on your wolfloving shopping list!
No reservations needed!

Upcoming Events
Visit our website as specific events
approach for more details and for additional
special events and programs. All Special
Events include tours of Gray wolf, Eastern
coyote, & Arctic fox exhibits.

Wolf Photography
(requires pre-registration; $75
fee; limit of ten persons per
session)
Begins with a 30-minute classroom
presentation followed by a 10-minute
easy hike to the photography platform
situated above fence lines where
participants will have up to two hours
to take pictures.

September 14 8am-10am (full)
October 26 8am – 10am
Winter with the Wolves
December 8 11 am – 3 pm
A celebration of the winter solstice
and holidays. Tours, sled dog
demonstrations, Grinch, and the
presentation to the animals of their
own holiday gifts and treats!

