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Reflections from the Mountain... 
 
How I love the autumn...there is 
something magical about the 
smell of newly fallen leaves and 
the damp earth. The sound of my 
boots shuffling along a woodland 
trail and the array of beautiful 
colors that dazzle  my every 
human cell. How I wish this season 
would last longer, but I am indeed 
so grateful to be here and am 
honored to be a part of this great 
gift from the Creator. 
 
All animals are gaining weight, and 
fur is especially substantial. I 
wonder if this is an indication of 
what to expect for winter 
temperatures... 
 
Kitan and Tehyah, pups born here 
this past spring, have transitioned 
into the North pack and absolutely 
love the 9.5-acre enclosure.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sakari, their sister, is living with 
her Uncle Okwaho whom Sakari 
adores and the two are a perfect 
match for each other. 
 
On the flip side, several of our 
animals are well into their life 
cycle here on Mother Earth and 
are facing the many challenges 
that come with growing old.  
 
Soon I will again begin the fall tree 
planting; Tamaracks are my 
favorite as they will show their 
magnificent colors long after the 
others have given up...so, as the 
first snowflakes begin to fall and 
gently kiss the crisp, fallen leaves 
upon the earth, I welcome the 
peace and time for reflection just 
around the bend on the path of 
life. 
 
Ah ho! Walk in balance! 
Will Pryor 
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Nipahwi & Tashina 

Nipahwi and Tashina have a typical pack mates’ relationship—one moment 

they are grumpy and wanting their own space and later in the day staff 

witness the two wolves playing together. Due to Nipahwi’s intense food 

aggression, staff must use extreme caution when feeding the two—

Nipahwi’s food must be placed far away from Tashina. He also tends to get 

larger meat chucks at meal time which takes him longer to eat; while 

Tashina gets more bite size pieces which she can swallow quickly before 

Nipahwi can steal them. Overall, the two get along very well as long as each 

follows the rules of the other (just like any other typical wolf pack!)  

Earlier in the season, a new visual boundary fence was put up between 

their enclosure and the huge Wolf Woods habitat. The pups were soon to be re-introduced with their parents and given 

dad Sequoyah’s protective nature of his pups, and the inquisitive nature of the pups towards other wolves, our Head 

Caretaker thought it best for all to install a fence that would provide a visual buffer between the two packs. Of course, 

both sides can still hear and smell each other, but the new wooden fence creates a visual barrier which quickly becomes 

boring for the pups to linger near and thus dissipates any potential “fence fighting” activities.  

 

Dyani, Kitan, Sequoyah, & Tehyah 

Around Labor Day weekend, pups Kitan & Tehyah were rejoined with their 

parents (Dyani & Sequoyah) in the nine-acre Wolf Woods habitat! The first few 

days were absolutely exhausting for pups and parents alike as the pups were 

introduced to the huge area and taught wolf etiquette; the pups needed to 

learn quickly who eats first and who waits their turn (actually the pups were 

allowed to eat first as long as they did not then try to steal their parents’ food!). 

Other lessons learned included how long dad tolerates getting chewed and 

pounced on before he snaps back, how to respond to a warning bark by the 

adults (usually this bark meant perceived danger), and when mom & dad just 

needed a nap! Dyani has taken on the role of nurturing at feeding time while Sequoyah takes his role of protector very 

seriously! So much so in fact, that Sequoyah went after a porcupine in the enclosure in an effort to protect his family. A 

very gallant act on his part but resulted in him being tranquilized by Caretakers who then removed over 62 sharp quills 

from his snout, mouth, and neck. Fortunately, the rest of the pack 

only received a quill or two each—hopefully enough to avoid the 

next porcupine that enters the enclosure! 

Recent rains have resulted in full ponds again. Tehyah & Kitan, who 

loved water play as younger pups, showed their exuberance at 

experiencing much deeper water and often splash and chase each 

other through the ponds during play time. Caretakers cannot wait to 

see how the pups will react next spring when the ponds’ frogs return 

or even this winter when ice covers the surface! 
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Okwaho & Sakari 

Uncle Okwaho now has the responsibility and 

companionship of pup Sakari! After having been 

chased out of the main pack a while back, 

Okwaho had been on his own. While the move 

was primarily for his own safety, he developed 

into a very confident & loving wolf. Since wolves 

do better socially when they have other wolves 

in their midst, Sakari (whose name means 

“sweet one”) seemed to be the perfect match 

for Okwaho! Unsure at first as to the new 

energetic ball of pup, Okwaho took to Sakari 

very quickly and watches over her like a true adult wolf. Sakari’s playfulness and zest for everything appears to have 

rejuvenated Okwaho who runs and plays with her with such joy it makes Caretakers smile! 

Since Sakari & Okwaho are so easy going and gentle, Caretakers are working with the two wolves a bit differently with 

the hopes they can become ambassador animals for their species. If successful, Caretakers would be able to do more 

out-of-enclosure programs with Okwaho & Sakari—time will tell if this is an option. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tala & 
Tamarack 

Tala & Tamarack 

continue to be visitor 

favorites and continue to entertain our guests. Tamarack’s & 

Tala’s habitat is the focus of our wolf howl programs since these two demonstrate all aspects of wolf communication. 

The body language between these wolves is so evident, even to the untrained eyes of school children, that discussions 

of wolf behaviors become understandable for all ages. Audiences giggle at scent marking rituals. For example, at our 

recent Honoring the Spirit of the Wolf festival this past October, Tala urinated on a pumpkin, thus claiming it as hers. 

Tamarack came over, sniffed, and proceeded to eat the pumpkin anyway! When Caretakers spray a scent on the ground, 

Tala will immediately role in it, kicking her feet. Tamarack of course thinks it is a game and tries to pounce on Tala who 

in turn grumbles. The vocalizations between the two cover a wide array of sounds including beautiful howling from both. 

When new neighbor Sakari moved in next door, Tamarack felt it was his personal duty to watch over and protect her. He 

would pace, whimper, growl, and produce all sorts of sounds when visitors would get near Sakari’s area. Once Okwaho 

“proved” his adeptness at carrying out the responsibilities, Tamarack relaxed and now just curiously watches them.  
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Cayuga & Seneca 

The pair of brothers are doing so well in 

their (relatively new to them) habitat. 

Behind the gift shop and feeling invisible 

to visitors, Seneca & Cayuga are so much 

calmer and comfortable. During our Spirit 

of the Wolf event, which in previous years 

would cause the two to pace relentlessly, 

these guys were actually napping. 

Naturally when it was their turn to receive their pumpkins full of goodies, Cayuga & 

Seneca were right up to fence lines waiting. Once Caretakers brought the autumn treats into their enclosure, the two 

each grabbed a pumpkin with their powerful jaws and ran it to the upper part of their space where they could enjoy the 

food away from visitors!  

Being the first fall for them in this heavily wooded habitat, Cayuga & Seneca are experiencing  a different level of 

seasonal enrichment activities. Their previous enclosure had smaller hardwood trees and lots of shrubbery. Now with a 

more mature forest, falling leaves that land on the wolves can be a source of exploration. Ripe apples fall from the trees 

and roll down the gift shop roof into the wolf enclosure. The boys then eagerly gobble these tasty treats! 

 

 

Nakoa and Dancing Turtle 

Dancing Turtle & Nakoa are doing great for being our two 

eldest wolves! Still very alert and healthy, they are often 

found relaxing in the front corner of their habitat where they 

have a super vantage point of activities in our parking area 

and at the tipis. Sometimes they are even lucky enough to 

receive a rogue burger or hotdog that jumped off the grill 

during cookouts! Speaking of food, Nakoa & Dancing Turtle 

received the first road kill deer of the season a few weeks 

ago. A huge healthy doe hit by a vehicle was dropped off at 

the center by our local DOT. The wolves absolutely loved 

their venison meal! Deer meat provides the animals with a 

well-balanced diet; after Nakoa & Dancing Turtle had their 

fill, the ravens flew right in to help themselves to leftovers. At first, the wolves would take turns chasing the birds away 

from their meal, but with such full bellies, the wolves quickly and reluctantly gave up their cache to the ravens. 
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           Cypress & Tauriel 

Tauriel & Cypress are probably our two happiest wolves! They are so joyous, 

playful, and easy going—we rarely hear them grumble. With so much forest and 

meadows to roam, they seem very content with their surroundings. One of their 

favorite spots to hang out is on top of their raised platform which provides them 

(and staff) amazing views of not only the 

Center, but also the countryside.  

Cypress still continues to chase his sister 

and take her down by grabbing her back 

legs, but later Tauriel is seen chasing 

Cypress, plowing into him full force and 

pinning him to the ground for her moments 

of “dominance”. All their energetic play 

keeps them trim and fit, making them our 

tallest, lankiest Timber wolves. Like all the animals right now, their winter coats 

are beginning to fill in for the soon-to-arrive cold winter months. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arctic Foxes 

Yukon and Yana, our almost eleven-year-old foxes, are 

definitely showing signs of old age; neither gets around like 

they used to and senses such as hearing, and smell are dulling 

a bit. Nevertheless, they still have great appetites and 

become very alert when it is meal time. 

The younger foxes-Snowflake, Matu, & Blizzard-are still as 

feisty as ever! During a recent veterinary work day at the 

Center, the foxes needed to be rounded up for annual 

vaccines. Caretakers use a large walleye net to capture the 

foxes and hold them still while health checks are performed, 

and shots given. The foxes avoided the net rather successfully 

for quite some time as they seemed to enjoy the game of 

chase and hide and seek. Caretakers could almost see the 

mischief in the foxes’ eyes and the smiles on their faces! In 

the end, all were captured, given vaccines, and received a 

clean bill of health. 
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Wishes and Wants: As a non-profit we rely heavily on donations. Below are some of the many items 

that would help the center. If you can help, please contact us or simply bring the item(s) on your next visit!  

           Animal Care                  

Red meats and Chicken (store bought) 
Non-latex gloves (lg and XL) 
5-gallon buckets w/ handles and lids 
Paper Towels 
Metal Rakes/Shovels 
Osteo-Biflex (triple strength with Vit D) 
Walleye Scoop Net 

Landscaping/Maintenance 
Picnic tables & benches 
Treated Lumber 
Mulch 
Perennial Plants 
Firewood (for shop woodstove) 
Leaf Rakes 
Snow Shovels 

Office/Classroom 
Postage stamps 
Printer paper (all colors) 
Cardstock paper (all colors) 
Printer ink (hp 902XL/902) 
Hand sanitizer 
AA batteries 
30 or 55-gallon garbage bags 
Brown paper lunch bags  

Coyotes 

Kenai continues to do well in his new habitat area complete 

with a new structure for shelter and a raised platform. The 

thick brush in his enclosure also allows him plenty of 

opportunities for exploration and hunting of rabbits and 

mice for snacks! His calmer attitude has allowed for calmer 

interactions with Caretakers and he often approaches staff 

readily looking for ear scratches or snacks! 

All four of our coyotes are serving as wonderful 

ambassadors for their species and have opened up many 

opportunities for education of the public of this indigenous 

animal who, like the wolf, is so horribly misunderstood.  

Visitors have told us they now welcome coyotes into their 

yards as pest control for rodents and feral cats. 

Are you crafty? Would you like to help support the Center?  We 

would love to accept your donated homemade crafts to sell in our gift shop! Items 

must be of high quality, from a smoke free environment, and have a wolf theme. 

Contact us for more info:  607-627-6784 

A huge thank you to Mary R. who made these amazing wool felted wolf ornaments for 

sale in our gift shop! Each is a slightly different “fur” color and their faces are so cute! 

What can YOU create? 
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Volunteer Spotlight: Tommy Eberl  
Tommy came to Wolf Mountain mid-summer of 
2019 with an impressive skill set and experience! 
After taking some teasing about how dressed up 

he was for a position at an outdoor nature center, 
he handed us his resume—one look at it and it did 
not matter what this guy was wearing—he was a 
perfect match for our needs! A recent graduate of 
SUNY College of Environmental Science & Forestry 
(ESF) and its Ranger school program, he possesses 

degrees in Environmental & Natural Resource 
Conservation and Natural Resource Management. 
That, along with extensive landscaping experience 

and having worked as a recreation tour guide in 
the Adirondacks, made Tommy a perfect candidate 

for joining our team. 
 

Tommy’s first day here allowed him the 
opportunity to rescue, relocate, & release a 

snapping turtle who had made its way into a wolf 
enclosure! His super cheerful & willing-to-help-
wherever personality is contagious and he often 
gets many compliments from visitors about his 
fun, yet educational, guided tours of the center. 

 
Besides providing tours, one of Tommy’s primary 

tasks is being foreman of trail development, 
maintenance, and education. While still in the 

initial stages, our trails have never looked better! 
The goal is to have the trails 100% usable by 

visitors with interpretive information signs and 
trail markers by summer of 2020!  

 
 

BEFORE  

AFTER  
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On October 13, we held our 13th 

annual festival! A perfect autumn day, 

we had many, many guests visit (and 

shop) thus making it our most 

successful fundraiser ever! Red Riding 

Hood & the Wolf attended, pumpkins 

were stuffed for the animals, wolves 

went trick-or-treating for goodies, the 

smells of food vendor stations wafted 

throughout the air, sled dogs and DEC 

K9’s put on demonstrations of their 

skills, Native Americans exhibited 

their crafts, kids decorated pumpkins 

to take home while watching a 

magician, and animal enrichment 

programs occurred. A truly gorgeous, 

fun day for all family members!   

Honoring the Spirit of the Wolf Festival 
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Education & Outreach 
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Wolf Communication Programs 

(Howl Night) 

 
Learn the variety of methods used by 

wolves to communicate including scent 

marking, body language, and 

vocalizations. Understand why wolves 

howl and the distinct types of 

messages behind each howl. We finish 

with a pack howl! 

November 9   3pm – dark 

December 14   3pm – dark 

February 8  4pm – dark       

March 7  4:30pm -- dark 

 

All Howl Programs are held on 
Saturday evenings and include tours of 

all wolf & coyote exhibits.  
(Please note that our Arctic Fox 
exhibits are closed during this 

program.) This is a group 
tour/lecture—visitors are expected to 

remain with the group at all times. 
 

Admission is $5.00 per person 
 (5 and under are free) 

 
 
 

             

Open Hours and Admission Rates                              *Last admission is 30 minutes prior to closing time. 

 Sundays Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fridays Saturdays 

Regular Season 
September 1 – June 30 

(closed in January) 

Open 12 – 4 pm 
Various animal 

enrichment programs; 
Self or Guided Tours at 

12:30 and 2:00 pm 

Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed 

Summer Season 
July 1 – August 31 

Open 12 – 4 pm 
Various animal 

enrichment programs; 
Self or Guided Tours at 

12:30 and 2:00 pm 

Closed Closed Closed Closed 

Open 11 am – 3 pm 
Various animal enrichment 

programs; 
Self or Guided Tours 

Howl Program at 11:40 am 

Open 12 – 3 pm 
Various animal enrichment 

programs; 
Self or Guided Tours 

Admission* 

Children 5 & under   
Free 

Folks 6 & up              
$5.00 

Closed Closed Closed Closed Children 5 & under   Free 
Folks 6 & up              $5.00 

Children 5 & under   Free 
Folks 6 & up              $5.00 

         *Our general admission rates will be increasing to $8 for ages 6 & up beginning in 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winter with the Wolves 
December 8   11 am – 3 pm 

 
 

A celebration of the winter solstice 
and a favorite time of year for our 

Arctic/Alaskan animals! Animal 
enrichment programs and 

demonstrations by the Sled Dogs of 
Smokey Hill are always the highlights 

of the activities.  
 

Watch as holiday wrapped gifts are 
delivered to the wolves, foxes, and 

coyotes to open and enjoy! 
 

The Grinch is also expected to visit!! 
 

The gift shop will also be stocked 
with both new and favorite items for 

you or for someone on your wolf-
loving shopping list! 

 
No reservations needed! 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Visit our website as specific events 
approach for more details and for additional 

special events and programs. All Special 
Events include tours of Gray wolf, Eastern 

coyote, & Arctic fox exhibits. 

 

Coming in 2020! 
 

Wolf Photography  
(requires pre-registration; $75 

fee; limit of ten persons per 
session) 

 

Begins with a 30-minute classroom 
presentation followed by a 10-minute 
easy hike to the photography platform 

situated above fence lines where 
participants will have up to two hours 

to take pictures of the wolves. 
 

February 8   9am-11am  
March 7   9am – 11am 

 
Arctic Fox Photography  
(requires pre-registration; $50 
fee; limit of four persons per 

session) 
 

Begins with a 30-minute classroom 
presentation followed by a 45-minute 

visit at our fox enclosures where 
participants can photograph the foxes. 

 

February 8   9am-11am  
March 7   9am – 11am 

 

2019/2020 Special Programs 


