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Head Animal Caretaker’s Message…Will Pryor 

I have been there as some of 
them have taken their last breath 
leaving this world to continue on 
the eternal wolf trail. Joy of birth, 
yet deep sadness and sense of 
loss at death. Yet life among the 
living goes on and that is where I 
must focus my attention... 
 
Wolf care goes so much deeper 
than simply feeding and 
enclosure maintenance. We strive 
to meet not only their nutritional 
and health requirements, but also 
their spacial, emotional, and even 
spiritual needs. Based on hours of 
observations, decisions need to 
be made about individual animals 
and their roles within the pack. 
Do animals continue to be 
compatible with one another? 
Are there healthy pack dynamics? 
Do animals require a habitat 
change? I have a strong belief 
that every animal under my care 
retains their unique spirit! 
 
 

Reflections from the Mountain... 
 

I have been gifted with the honor 
of working with wolves for the 
past 16+ years. Those stroller 
rides as a young child to the 
Franklin Park Zoo had a profound 
effect on my early connection 
with animals, especially elephants 
and wolves. Whenever mom 
would move me away from those 
two species I would have a “hissy 
fit” until she relented and 
allowed me to linger a bit longer 
(such an example of negative 
reinforcement!) 
 
Now reflecting on the past year, I 
understand just how deep that 
connection with animals goes. I 
have been present at the very 
beginning of an animal’s life and 
celebrated the utter joy of wolf 
pups. The journey continued 
through entire life times: visiting, 
socializing, communicating daily.  

We have been building a new 
wolf enclosure which will be 
completed in 2023. The hope is 
that it will be home to new wolf 
pups to bring new life and energy 
as several of our animals are 
aging. It is the addition of the 
young that sparks the council fire 
once again between brother and 
sister wolf and those who respect 
and honor their spirit. 
 
May I forever walk with wolves. 
Aho, 
Will  
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This summer season, our 

interns received an education 

in water quality monitoring 

through aquatic 

macroinvertebrate sampling. 

Aquatic macroinvertebrates 

are water-dwelling animals that lack backbones and are large 

enough to see with a dissecting microscope. For example, 

crayfish, freshwater snails, beetles, flies and fly larvae, and 

segmented worms are in this class. Macroinvertebrates are 

an essential component of a healthy ecosystem as they help break down decaying organic materials 

and convert them into other forms of energy for the amphibians, reptiles, fish, birds, and mammals 

who prey upon them.  

 

Macroinvertebrates are considered great bioindicators for 

ecosystem health, which means they can provide a general 

indication of the quality of the water body in which they are 

found. It can be hard to assess water quality just by looking at 

a pond and you can do some tests to assess chemical 

conditions such as pH, dissolved oxygen, temperature, and 

water clarity. But because macroinvertebrates are non-

migratory and spend the majority of their lives in a small 

localized area, they are a convenient source for biomonitoring. 

Certain macroinvertebrates are pollution-sensitive and are only 

found in clean, highly oxygenated waters. Other 

macroinvertebrates are pollution-tolerant and can be found in 

low oxygen environments. The presence or absence of certain 

orders of macroinvertebrates therefore provides a great 

general assessment of stream or pond health, particularly in 

habitats altered by human activities or vulnerable to polluted 

surface run-off.  

 
 

Results: 

Location: The Wolf Mountain Nature Center, lower pond, along nature trail 
Date: 07/29/22, 11:00am-1:00pm 
Ambient conditions: sunny, clear, ~75F, Beaufort Wind Scale = 2 (light breeze) 
Habitat description: pond located in a mixed coniferous deciduous forest; surrounded by 
poplars, cherry, maples, conifers, spicebush, honeysuckle, raspberry, etc.  
Other species observed: green frog, red meadow hawk dragonfly sp, sharp-shinned hawk 
 
 
 
 

Director Dialog...Erin Lord-Astles 

continued on next page... 
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Macroinvertebrates Documented: 

Taxa (aka taxonomic class) Species Pollution Tolerance 

Taxa 1 
(good quality waters) 

Caddisfly 
Stonefly 
Gilled Snail 

sensitive 

Taxa 2 
(fair quality waters) 

Scud 
Dragonfly 

Somewhat tolerant 

Taxa 3 
(poor quality waters) 

Leeches 
Fly Larva 

tolerant 

 

 

 

Assessment: 
 It’s important to note that pollution tolerant species (Taxa 3) are often seen in healthy 
environments; if the majority of our macroinvertebrate population had consisted of leeches and fly 
larvae, that may have indicated poor quality water. What we do see is the presence of both Taxa 1 
and Taxa 2 species, which are more intolerant of pollution. Taxa 2 dragonfly nymphs and scud (small 
shrimp-like bottom dwellers) are somewhat tolerant of pollution but both breathe through gills, which 
require a high amount of dissolved oxygen (DO). High levels of DO indicate good water movement 
and higher ability to sustain a diversity of species. The presence of Taxa 1 species indicates very 
good water quality. Gilled snails, stoneflies, and caddisflies are among the most pollution intolerant 
aquatic macroinvertebrates and are only found in clean waters with high levels of DO.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Here you can see interns Jai (TWMNC) and 

Macie (visiting from Finger Lakes Wildlife Center) 

have located and identified a caddisfly case. 

Caddisfly make these cases from materials in 

their environments such as leaves and sand in 

order to camouflage themselves from potential 

predators.  

There are thousands of species of caddisfly in 

streams, rivers, ponds, and lakes around the 

world and most are considered sensitive to 

environmental stress.  

...continued from previous page 
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Our annual Wolves & Watermelons day was a success! While the wolves enjoyed refreshing summer treats of 

melons filled with gizzards, cheese, and hot dogs, the foxes munched on frozen treats with blueberries!             

(in the photos above, Sakari demonstrates how to get melon from a tree!) 
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summertime fun!  

Wishes and Wants: As a non-profit we rely heavily on donations. Below are some of the many items 

that would help the center. If you can help, please contact us or simply bring the item(s) on your next visit!  

Animal Care 

Metal “pooper-scoopers” 
Walleye scoop net 
Old fire hoses (minus the nozzles) 
6’ round/oval galvanized water troughs 
No-climb horse fence (4’ or 6’ height) 
Commercial grade garden hose (3/4”) 
 

Landscaping/Maintenance 
Picnic tables & benches 
Gift Cards: Lowe’s or Tractor Supply 
Exterior screws (2.5-3” size) 
Lag construction screws (3-4” size) 
Working push mower 
Weed Whacker 

Office/Classroom 
Brown paper lunch bags 
Toilet Paper 
Paper Towels 
Non-latex gloves (large/XL) 
Heavy Duty Staple Gun 
 

The hot, humid, dog (wolf?) days of summer are meant for 

relaxing & chilling for both humans and canids! Hot panting 

breath, wet, slobbery wolf smooches, belly rubs, and wild 

flowers are just some of the blessings our Caretakers and 

Assistants enjoy while socializing with the animals! 
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When visitors come to The Wolf Mountain Nature Center the first thing most people 

want to see is the wolves. Well, that is understandable, it is “WOLF” Mountain, not 

Arctic Fox Mountain. But the last enclosure, as you walk from the entrance, is the 

Arctic Foxes and when visitors get there we hear the ‘oohhs’ and ‘aahhs’ and ‘they 

are so cute’. Arctic Foxes are extremely cute, both in their summer coats and their 

winter coats. There is also so much to learn about them. People can learn how the 

foxes stay warm in the extreme cold of the arctic with the warmest fur, compact 

bodies that conserve warmth, counter-current blood flow that helps keep 

extremities warm, and a metabolism that fluctuates with the weather. Although they are 

not on the endangered species list, there are not an overwhelming number of them in the world and they exist in the 

wild in a relatively small geographic area. There is so much more to learn about these little critters. There are many 

things that are affecting their numbers. Unfortunately, they are still hunted for their beautiful winter coats in some parts 

of the world. Climate change is also a problem for them. They like to follow the polar bears around and eat the scraps of 

food that the bears leave behind. With melting polar ice, the bears are having problems existing and acquiring food, so 

in turn, the Arctic foxes have a food source problem. Red foxes are abundant and can live in most conditions. Many of us 

are familiar with them in our local woods and near our houses and barns. As arctic temperatures warm, red foxes are 

moving into the southern part of the Arctic where the Arctic foxes have well established dens and have lived for many 

years. The red foxes are larger and are going into the dens, killing the arctic fox kits and taking over the territory. Arctic 

foxes are smaller than red foxes and are losing this battle. Red foxes are also competing for all the fox related food 

sources. In some areas of the arctic people are moving in and Arctic foxes (known as opportunist eaters) will get into the 

village garbage dumps, which in turn causes the foxes to be labelled nuisance animals to be eliminated. There are many 

things to learn about the life and times of the Arctic Foxes, but back to ‘Oh, they are so cute!’ 

So many of our visitors like to watch the foxes running around their enclosures. 

Aurora and Avalanche are just over a year old and have high energy, so they are truly 

a hit. They are extremely curious and want to inspect everything that enters their 

enclosure. So as caretakers we have learned to hold onto items tightly and not to set 

anything down. Laughter erupts as Aurora quickly grabs the lid to the food container 

and makes a mad dash around the enclosure being chased by Avalanche as the 

caretaker tries to get the item back. If the chase is extra intense between the two, 

the visitors will be treated to a verbal squabble between the foxes. It sounds like 

monkeys screaming at each other. Another hit is when their bellies are full, and it is 

time for a nap, and they jump onto their swings to curl up. Thankfully they now have 

two swings because sharing is not one of their strong points. Sometimes our older 

foxes, Matu and Snowflake will make an appearance just to show the visitors that 

they think they are even cuter than the youngsters. Matu and Snowflake have a 

philosophy that lying around waiting to be fed is pretty okay for the life of an Arctic Fox.  While Aurora and Avalanche 

are trying to steal food from each other, Matu and Snowflake know that the caretakers will make sure they get their full 

without the antics and gymnastics.  

We encourage our visitors to see the Arctic Foxes in all the seasons. We have heard more than one person exclaim 

‘wow’ when they see the differences in the coats from summer to winter. It isn’t just the color, but the thickness of the 

winter coat that makes them look so much bigger. We are lucky to have our Arctic Foxes in central NY for everyone to 

learn about. They are special animals and every time a person visits they can learn a little more or just sit back and 

watch the entertainment of them playing on their swings, chasing each other around, or stealing something from the 

caretakers. So, you may come to Wolf Mountain for the wolves, but you will enjoy the bonus of the Arctic Foxes. 

Arctic Foxes Peg Fuller, Head Fox Caretaker 
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by Alex Gross, Caretaker Assistant & Aspiring Conservation Biologist 

 

What is going on with those Wolves of the Northern Rocky Mountains? 

Every year on August 13th, International Wolf Day takes place. This is a day 

in which wolves are celebrated for their biological and cultural pawprint they 

have left on ecosystems, and people as well. It is also day in which awareness is raised regarding the conservation of 

wolves, and ideas on how we can create a better future for them. Wolves were recently relisted onto the Endangered 

Species Act back in February, meaning they are under federal protection. However, you may have heard some noise 

specifically surrounding the wolves of the Northern Rocky Mountains. A non-profit group called Wolves of the Rockies 

has shown great persistency in raising awareness for these wolves, and their presence has grown considerably through 

their successes. But this begs the question:  Aren’t wolves protected under the Endangered Species Act now? What is so 

special about these Northern Rocky wolves? I will answer this in this write-

up. 

To start, the wolves of the Northern Rocky Mountains, which includes the 

Montana, Idaho, and Wyoming populations are NOT protected under the 

Endangered Species Act. However, all other gray wolves are protected under 

the Act. This is an odd situation, and you are probably thinking, “well how 

can all gray wolves be federally protected with the exception of the 

populations encompassing the Northern Rockies?” To answer this, we must 

go all the way back to 2011. Jon Tester was Senator of Montana (and 

currently still is), and Mike Simpson was an Idaho representative. Wolves had 

met their recovery goals in the northern Rockies back in 2002, and in 2010, a 

Judge ruled against the wolf management plan put forth by Montana. After that, Sen. Tester fought hard to return 

wolves back to the management of the state. He accomplished this (alongside the help of Mike Simpson), through the 

insertion of a rider on a must-pass appropriations bill. In legislation, a rider is basically an attached part of a bill that is to 

be reviewed and considered by Congress. A rider doesn’t necessarily have to be related to the Legislature that is going 

through Congress. The bill was passed, and Northern Rockies wolves lost federal protections under the Endangered 

Species Act. What makes this significant is that this was the first time ever that Congress legislatively delisted a species 

from the Endangered Species Act, as the department that oversees the addition and removal of species from the Act is 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The worst part is that as part of the rider that went through the Appropriations bill, 

the delisting of these wolves cannot be challenged in court, so the decision stands to this day. 

The only way for these wolves to be relisted is if the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Department of the Interior are 

petitioned to emergency relist them. This is why organizations like 

Wolves of the Rockies are so important. The populations in the 

Northern Rockies are not in good shape currently, and need all the help 

they can get, since they are basically on their own right now. Please 

visit the website for Wolves of the Rockies 

(https://wolvesoftherockies.org) to learn more about the situation. 

They have been excellent in raising awareness about these wolves. I 

encourage all of you to raise your voice for Rocky Mountain wolves as 

well through social media, donations, and other means. Thank you all 

for reading, and we look forward to seeing some of you at the Center. 

Wolves of the Northern Rockies 

https://wolvesoftherockies.org/
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Wolf Communication Program 

(Howl Night) 
 

Join us as we discuss methods 

used by wolves to communicate 

including scent marking, body 

language, and vocalizations. 

Understand why wolves howl and 

the distinct types of messages 

behind each howl.               

We finish with a pack howl! 

Sept. 10       5 pm – dark 
Oct. 15   4 pm -- dark 

 

Howl Programs are held on 

Saturday evenings and include 

tours of all wolf & coyote 

exhibits.  

(Please note that our Arctic Fox 

exhibits are closed during this 

program.) This is a group 

tour/lecture—visitors are 

expected to remain with the 

group at all times. 
 

Admission is $8.00 per person 

 (5 and under are free) 
 

           

 Sundays Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fridays Saturdays 

Regular Season 
September 1 – June 30 

(closed in January) 

Open 12 – 4 pm 
Various animal 

enrichment programs; 
Self or Guided Tours at 

12:30 and 2:00 pm 

Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed Closed 

Summer Season 
July 1 – August 31 

Open 12 – 4 pm 
Various animal 

enrichment programs; 
Self or Guided Tours at 

12:30 and 2:00 pm 

Closed Closed Closed Closed 

Open 12  – 3 pm 
Various animal enrichment 

programs; 
Self-Guided Tours 

Open 12 – 3 pm 
Various animal enrichment 

programs; 
Self-Guided Tours 

Admission 
Children 5 & under   Free 
Folks 6 & up              $8.00 

Closed Closed Closed Closed Children 5 & under   Free 
Folks 6 & up              $8.00 

Children 5 & under   Free 
Folks 6 & up              $8.00 

          

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Honoring the Spirit of the 
Wolf Festival 

 

 October 9     11 am – 4 pm 
 

   $10 admission 
kids 5 & under free 

 

Our 16th annual celebration of the wolf!   

As of this publication, confirmed 

activities, demonstrations, & vendors 

include: 

 

Sled Dogs of Smokey Hill 

Jim Okey, magician 

Cornell Raptor Program 

DEC K9 program 

Rock & Roll Kettle Korn 

Matt Nakoa, musician 

Native American crafts 

(and more in the works) 
 

and of course, pumpkin-stuffed treats 

for the animals! 

 

Winter with the Wolves 
Celebrate the winter 

season & snow! 

Dec. 11   11 am – 3 pm 
 

A day of festivities including 

gifts for the animals, sled dogs, 

hot cocoa, & warm woodstoves! 

More info to be posted on our 

website as the date approaches..  

Upcoming 2022 Special Programs 

Open Hours and Admission Rates                                   *Last admission is 30 minutes prior to closing time. 


